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Going back to our roots or ‘travel broadens the mind’





Like many a good theological student I sat through long lectures about church history and unlike many, I really loved them. What I feel I lacked was that I did not ‘live them’. There is nothing quite like being where it all happened. In 1993, after 25 years as a Christian, I finally visited Israel and walked by the Sea of Galilee. I stood on the Mount of Transfiguration and most moving of all, to kneel and pray in The Garden Tomb. It brought my faith to light in a new way and helped me in my preaching. This month I went to the roots of the expression of Christianity that we are part of: the birthplace of Protestant Reformation. 





It all cracked off in Germany, Austria and Switzerland. In 1517 a Catholic monk, Martin Luther, was disillusioned by corruption in the church and what he saw as profound misunderstanding of the Bible. For years he soaked up the writings of St. Paul and finally distilled 95 basic truths of faith (or theses) and as an act of rebellion, nailed them to the door of Wittenberg Cathedral. That was when Protestantism began. Others, like John Calvin, followed up his work. 





As we journeyed for some 600 kilometres down the Rhine we went through many of the places of my lectures, places like Worms where a huge parliament of the church sought to find the way forward in 1521. Martin Luther was branded a heretic and excommunicated. What followed was a period of upheaval that overflowed in violence as some cities became Protestant and other remained Catholic. Because Catholicism had expressed itself in all the excesses of opulent art and iconography, Protestantism countered by being plain and austere and effectively ‘anti-art’. Like all reformations they swung to the opposite extreme and both extremes were uncomfortable to our modern open and compromising ways of dealing with things. 





As well as seeing many beautiful cities the trip was a reminder to us that religion has been a source of great conflict as well as a unifying force. I love the truths that Luther presented afresh about the grace of God and the free gift of eternal life (our place in heaven is not earned or deserved and certainly not bought. Luther’s great opponent, the monk John Tetzel, was commissioned by the Pope to sell Indulgencies that offered a quick trip to heaven for the soul). But I don’t love the harsh dogmatism of the reformers. May God help us all to learn lessons from history and be agents of grace.                   Alan
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Yours in Christ        Alan














    July 2018





      Welcome to St Peter’s Church, Tollerton. Our Sunday 


   Services begin at 10am. Joint Sunday services 


   at the Methodist Church begin at 10.30am. Please     


   stay for refreshments after the service.


		





1st�



HOLY COMMUNION Rev Mike Payne


�
�



8th�



MORNING WORSHIP


�
�



15th


�
 


HOLY COMMUNION 


   �
�



22th


�



MORNING WORSHIP joint service with 


Tollerton Methodist Church at St Peter’s 





�
�
29th�
HOLY COMMUNION      





�
�
    If you know of anyone who needs a lift to church


            or who is unwell or would like a visit please let


            Ruth (937 6968) or Norma (937 3814) know.


     


Church Website:   � HYPERLINK "http://www.stpeters-tollerton.org.uk" ��www.stpeters-tollerton.org.uk�














ST. PETER’S CHURCH, TOLLERTON


 Rector:  Rev Canon Alan Howe  (937 2349)             


 Churchwardens:    Ruth Hartley (937 6968)


                             Norma Smith (937 3814)
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